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Creation, Spirituality, Community
Over the years I have appreciated the power of Camp and Retreat ministries to provide the kind of space
that allows for a shift in perspective, space that promotes healing, and space that encourages the creation
of lasting bonds. These are part of what makes Camp and Retreat Ministries effective in helping those
who come to our sites deepen their faith and understand that they are beloved children of God.
The opportunity to step outside of time and to enter spaces with vistas of
the ocean, big sky, tall trees, or refreshing water provides us with the
capacity to relax, draw a deep breath, and decompress from the stresses
of our everyday lives. These all help us understand that what we think of
as the “real world” is something that we
humans have created and can be changed if
we but take the time to pause and reflect.
What an incredible gift it was this summer
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for campers to step outside of their daily
COVID routines at home and enter life at camp. The smiles said it all.
When we create sacred spaces of Christian hospitality, we understand that
we are offering places where healing is possible for those who have
photo by Talia Jean
experienced harm. And we all have experienced harm at one level or another.
I heard this sense of healing from campers this summer as they shared their stories of life and loss.
Communal life looked a little different this year, with fewer people sharing a cabin, most meals eaten
outdoors, cafeteria-style food service, campfires with a lot of space between campers--and yet community
was still formed. Some reported that this was the best year of camp ever. I believe this is the case because
they were able to form meaningful connections with this community that cared for who they are. Please
read the following stories of healing, growth, and grace.
Thank you for supporting the work and the mission that makes this all possible.
- Rev. Todd Bartlett
Todd is the Executive Director of Camp and
Retreat Ministries. He has been active in this
ministry in OR-ID for 30 years. He is married
with two adult daughters, enjoys being
outdoors photographing beautiful places
and sharing that beauty with others. The
day after Thanksgiving he will walk his
second marathon.

Rev. Todd Bartlett
Executive Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries
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CREATING SACRED SPACES OF CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY AND LEAR NING

Although this was a challenging summer at camp with Covid concerns, cancellations, changing
protocols, financial stress, not enough staff, desks stacked with “to dos,” and not seeing some of our
usual groups…

It was a great summer at Wallowa Lake Camp!
We felt the importance of protecting this sacred land and all of creation. We felt the need to learn from
our indigenous brothers and sisters about “giving back”. We asked Creator to forgive and be patient
with us. We praised and humbly thanked God every day for this gracious giving earth. This year more
than ever we realize how important it is to listen to earth’s heartbeat. Camp is a place to see and hear
what nature has to teach us. It’s a place to learn about our responsibility as stewards of God’s goodness.
God’s goodness is at Wallowa Lake Camp every day. It’s here when a mountain goat rambles through
camp and when Mr. Fox, tail held high, saunters quietly by marking his territory. It is here when robins
bathe in the camp creek, feed their open-beaked, noisy babies waiting in the nest, when hummingbirds
buzz by, and with butterflies filling the air. It is here in the huge nest of 25 quail eggs. It is here when
quail families sneak through long grass with papa quail keeping a watchful eye. It is here when
squirrels chatter and throw pinecones on everything below and when twin fawns scamper about.
Goodness is here when bats dart about under star-filled night skies and when the hoots of owls fill the
air.
Yes, this was a difficult year. And it was a season of grateful guests, generous donors, hard-working
staff, energetic volunteers, and loads of laughter! It was a summer of cleaning cabins, preparing meals,
paying bills, maintaining buildings, doing laundry, washing dishes and glorifying God in all we do!
It was a great summer at Wallowa Lake Camp!
- Directors Peggy and David Lovegren
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One of the joys of serving in Camp and Retreat Ministries for many years is watching young campers
grow and become leaders. Ebony Guptill is one of the young leaders that I have had the privilege to
observe and nurture while at Suttle Lake. She started participating in camp early in elementary school
and shared, “It’s rather hard to recall my first camp experience, but what I do remember is feeling like
I could be myself. And I have always liked nature so being out in nature for a week at a young age was
amazing!” That experience of being an elementary camper led to more camp experiences and eventually her interest in being a camp leader.

This year Ebony served as a counselor during our Elementary Camp week at the end of July.
She believes her campers really benefited from the week. “I feel like camp was a way for them
to let go and release some pent-up energy as well as a time for self-discovery.”
She shared that being a leader at camp is important to her because of “the opportunities that I
have to share God’s love with others”. Additionally, she explained that being immersed in the
camp community during Covid helped her regain a part of herself that she had lost while
experiencing the isolation that came with the pandemic. As an extrovert she gained energy from
being around others and was able to again feel more herself while at camp. She also shared that
she left the camp week more grounded and centered, “When I'm at camp, or in nature in
general, I feel closest to God.” Ebony expressed that she also felt God when hearing some of
the girls in her cabin say they were inspired to become counselors when they are older.
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Leaders and campers alike left the week transformed from this time together.
- Directors Jane and Daniel Petke

When we started this summer, we knew it would be filled with challenges. We knew what some of the
challenges would be and prepared ourselves for them. It was the unexpected challenges that created the most
opportunities for growth this summer. From broken freezers, positive COVID tests and hacked computers to
dry water wells, it seemed as everyday brought new hurdles.
There were weeks when the challenges took both a physical and emotional toll. And yet, every time we
reached the breaking point, something or someone was there to lift us up. A hug or a joke often made the
challenge seem less daunting. Campers came to the camp beaten down from the challenges we all have
faced over the last year and a half. Many left with a smile, a thank you and a new peace about them,
reminding us of why we do what we do, reassuring us those struggles provide opportunities for growth.
Oftentimes this summer we saw the hand of God in our work. What are the chances of a tire blowing out on
the road to Sawtooth just a short walk from help or a well and pump repair man being able to make it to the
camp in only a couple of hours? Members of the Sawtooth Family showed they truly are the hands of God.
They went above and beyond by picking up supplies in town, cleaning the camp and giving of their time to
ensure that camp was ready for campers. The devotion of the Sawtooth Family to the mission of camp
provided a space for all to experience growth through the challenges. We did not face these challenges alone
but as part of a community. A community that reaches beyond the camp property and helps us see the hand
of God everywhere we go.
- Director Michael Pletcher
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How do you answer the “How have you been” question? There are so many complicated feelings in the
true, non-condensed version of that answer for me. The resiliency, the growth, the support. The loss, the
loneliness, the longing, the dread. The possibility, the inspiration, the appreciation. The recognition of
what is important, what is hard, what it means to be human. The excitement to move forward, the
disillusionment of being set back.
Lately, I have simply answered, “It’s been weird.” That’s the best I can do to sum it all up. I can tell you
we did camp this summer. It was scaled back, cautious, and challenging to a short-handed but incredibly
resilient staff. After having no camp in 2020, we took a year’s worth of experience and learning to do
camp in spite of the risk, and I’m proud to say we did it, with no reported transmission of COVID.
It rained the last day of our final youth camp. For our new drive-thru checkout method, this meant many
of us stood in the rain to direct traffic. I had the final stop, where parents pulled into the drive to pick-up
their camper. I waved enthusiastically, then watched the goodbye hugs and the hello hugs that have not
changed all that much. Then I gave them the final wave as they went home either to rapid fire camp
stories or quiet snores in the back seat. One of the most vivid memories of the entire summer for me is a
mom, rolling down her window as she left and proclaiming to me, “My kids are so happy!” as if it was a
revelation. I am teary right now as I type it. I understood completely, how much she’d been waiting for a
time when pure, incautious joy might enter back into her family’s space. I was so proud to be part of the
space that made that possible. I could totally relate.
Weird. Weird and uplifting, too.
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- Director Troy Taylor

After being closed for almost two years, our summer season was a joyous occasion. We welcomed new campers to Camp Latgawa this year,
and we loved to see people enjoying the beauty and peace of this sacred space.
One group we hosted this summer was a small homeschool group made up entirely of moms and daughters.
For many of the girls, this was their first summer camp experience, so everything was new and exciting.
One of the things everyone in the group was most excited about was the waterfall. This homeschool group
was here during one of the many heat waves we had this summer, so water activities were a must-have.
The girls spent a long time at the waterfall, most of them simply enjoyed the pool at the bottom of the
falls, but one of the girls decided that she really wanted to slide down the waterfall.

This was a totally new experience for her, and it was exhilarating and a bit scary. When she first arrived at
the top of the waterfall, she wasn’t sure she would be able to slide down because it looked scarier from the
top than from the pool below. After she spent some time thinking, and hearing the encouragement from
her group, she was able to summon up the courage and take the slide and plunge into the cool pool below.
This story reminds me of many of the stories we hear at camp. Sometimes we see transformation happen
slowly, over the course of a day, a week, a month or even years. Sometimes, it feels like it happens
quickly, when we find the courage to step outside of our comfort zone. Either way, transformation is
possible with the encouragement of our community, and a little courage from within.
- Director Kate Vaden
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Community is central to our work at Alton L. Collins Retreat Center. We strive to shape our physical, mental,
and emotional space around fostering community. Every decision that impacts one’s experience at the retreat
center has community formation at its core.
After 15 months of being closed due to the pandemic, re-opening in July 2021 was greatly anticipated. You see,
we don’t simply create community because it makes our guests feel good, we do so because we believe community meets a fundamental
human need, one that the staff at Collins Retreat Center, participate in and are nurtured by fostering.
Four days before we were to greet our first group, our Executive Chef injured herself. Suddenly,
re-opening became a much bigger concern as we were approaching it short-handed. We
struggled through the first group with long hours and a lot of grace. It quickly became apparent
that we needed to ask for help, and so we asked our communities.
As a place that works hard to foster community, it should have been no surprise when people
responded with offers to help, as caring for one another is a key sign of a healthy community.
And yet, there was surprise mixed in with the gratitude as people stepped forward. Between
volunteers, newly hired staff, and the understanding and aid of our guests, the existing staff
found ourselves buoyed up in care and support. We had clean spaces for guests to sleep and
work, and great food for people to be nourished.
Through it all, we were able to create space where community was built. We witnessed music
being played, visioning and planning happened, meditation and movement, and even a bunch of board
games were played. It was in opening ourselves up to ask for help that built an even stronger community. By being vulnerable with our
communities and receiving care and compassion that we were able to continue to be a place of gracious hospitality.
- Director Dan Benson
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